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(57)Abstract: 

PROBLEM TO BE SOLVED: To efficiently 
transmit information such as advertisement by 
updating a user data base and a counter data 
base when a user searches a hidden hyper- 
link image within the validity term of a bonus 
and providing the bonus to the user searching 
the hyper-link image. 

SOLUTION: A hyper-link image is inserted into 
a web site of an information providing sever 
(step S100), an optional period validating a ■W-;'-M:^-':'-':^ 
vonus is set up in the hyper-link image (step S200). A user is connected to 
an information mediating server through a network to obtain information for 
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the hidden hyper-link image (step S300) and moved to the web site of the 
information provider to retrieve the hidden hyper-link image (step S400). 
When the hidden hyper-link image is searched within the validity term of the 
bonus, the contents of the user data base and the counter data base are 
updated and the bonus is provided to the user (step S500). 
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1 This document has been translated by computer. So the translation may not reflect the original precisely. 
2.**** shows the word which can not be translated. 
3. In the drawings, any words are not translated. 



CLAIMS 



[Claim(s)] 

[Claim 1] In the signal transduction approach by which one or more user computers, one or more information provider 
servers, and one or more information agency servers led the computer network constituted by connecting mutually The 
database concerning [the above-mentioned information agency server] a network user's human matter, The identification 
number database about the hyperlink image inserted in said information provider server's website, The phase which is 
equipped with the counter database which records the number of the above-mentioned hyperlink image discovered for 
every user, and inserts a hyperlink image in said information provider server's website, The phase where a user acquires 
the information over said hyperlink image connected and inserted in said information agency server through the computer 
network. The phase of searching the hyperlink image which moved to the information provider server using the 
information provided with the user, and was inserted, The phase which updates a user database and a counter database 
when the hyperlink image in which the user was hidden is discovered within the expiration date of a bonus, The signal 
transduction approach which led the computer network characterized by providing the phase of giving a bonus to the user 
who discovered said hyperlink image. 

[Claim 2] The signal transduction approach which led the computer network according to claim 1 characterized by 
providing further the phase of setting up the period set as the object of a bonus to a hyperlink image. 
[Claim 3] The signal transduction approach which led the computer network characterized by providing further the phase 
which shifts to the phase of giving the above-mentioned bonus only when a fixed response is required of a user when a 
user discovers a hyperlink image, and a user answers. 



[Translation done.] 
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DETAILED DESCRIPTION 



[Detailed Description of the Invention] 
[0001] 

[The field of the technique in which invention belongs] It is related with the approach of specifically transmitting information 
like an advertisement to a network user more efficient more effectively about the approach of transmitting information, on 
computer networks, such as the Internet. 
[0002] 

[Description of the Prior Art] As for informational offer and the collection which led networks, such as the Internet, with 
development of a computer network technique recently, it is well known to have had great effect in modern society, 
especially - the Internet - setting - the so-called World Wide Web (World Wide Web, WWW) the importance of transfer 
of the various information which the number of the persons using the Internet was increasing from development of the 
related technique rapidly, and users could access the Internet, could touch only by the simple mouse click that there is no 
time difference in the information on every corner of the earth, and used the Internet - **** - it is becoming large. 
[0003] The basis of such a situation, each company, etc. are an advertising image (Banner and a following burner are 
called.) including the easy information about the goods linked to the website of their company. The rate which inserts in 
the website of company or the other company, and carries out advertising activities is becoming still higher. However, for 
users, an image only including mere advertising contents becomes the factor which has a connection rate checked, and 
may be set as the object of an antipathy. Moreover, generally the computer software program which deletes such a simple 
advertising image has already circulated, such a simple advertising image has mostly very low CTR (ClickThrough Rate, 
i.e., a user, - a burner - leading - an advertisement - what divided the number of callers by burner click by the number 
of the whole burner displays as a ratio which visits the main websites), and many are the inside and outside of 1%. for this 
reason, an advertisement - the present condition is that the approach the above effectiveness which does not pass main 
quite to the inefficient non-effectiveness advertising approach, therefore inserts a simple advertising image is is needed. 
[0004] When the technique conventionally used by such approach was inserting the burner advertisement in the website 
of the Internet and such an advertising image was clicked, the approach, i.e., the fixed amount of money, of giving a fixed 
bonus was paid to the user, and approaches, such as making ** cyber-money which can use a coupon for an electronic 
commerce in offer and the user name saved etc., were used. That is, it is the structure which pays to a user the 
information on the contents which were fixed on the Internet, especially the price which reads an advertisement. Such a 
Prior art is an American patent official report and the 5,794,210th. It is indicated by the number. According to the patent of 
this United States, a user is an information agency server (an information provider, advertisement i.e., the server which 
does management to a user while offering the information about the main websites and teaching the contents of that 
bonus). When click the offered burner advertising image, downloading specific software from a specific site or purchasing 
a specific product using electronic-commerce dealings, it has proposed presenting the predetermined contents with a 
bonus at a user. As the bonus approach, a user's bank account receives the fixed amount of money, or the method of 
offering a coupon is mainly used. ** cyber-money (Cyber Money) ** is made to be saved according to a user's identifier, 
and there is also the bonus approach which a user can use for electronic commerce dealings. 

[0005] Drawing 1 shows the general environment used with the conventional technique, and is constituted by network 4 
like the Internet with one or more user computers 1 by which connection was each-other made, one or more information 
provider servers 2, and one or more information agency servers 3. Here, the information provider server 2 shows servers, 
such as a company which is going to offer information to the user, and the information agency server 3 says the server 
which provides a user with the contents of the bonus offered by the information provider server 2. The information agency 
sen/er 3 manages the database about an information provider and a user with this. A network can constitute the 4 
Internet, a short-distance communication network (LAN), a cable TV network, etc. from anythings, as long as it digitizes 
multimedia information and information can be exchanged bidirectionally. 

[0006] The user has usually connected with a network through a personal computer. Through a network 4, all connection 
is mutually possible for a user, the information provider server 2, and the Information agency server 3, and information 
interchange of them is bidirectionally possible. 

[0007] It is as follows if a Prior art is concretely explained to reference for drawing 1 . First, hyperiink image linked to the 
website of the information agency server 3 which offers the information about a bonus so that it could move to an 
information provider's 2 website (burner) It is inserted and is registration (Sign Up) of a user. The interface of a sake is 
offered. The approach a user receives a bonus with the rough contents about an information provider's 2 website, the 
amount of a bonus, etc. are written by the above-mentioned hyperlink image. After a user connects with the information 
agency server 3 through a network 4, he can choose the information offer server 2 which presents the bonus which he 
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desires through the hyperlink image inserted in the information agency server's 3 website, clicks a hyperlink image with a 
mouse, and moves to the information offer server's 2 website. That is, a user connects with the information offer server's 2 
website by clicking a hyperlink image with a mouse, and the contents of the user database are updated as what is set as 
the object of a bonus. 
[0008] 

[Problem(s) to be Solved by the Invention] Thus, a Prior art clicks a burner advertising image simply, or downloads 
specific software, or the description is in the place which gives a user a bonus only by using electronic commerce. That is, 
a user connects with the information agency server 3, clicks a burner advertisement, and is set as the object of a bonus 
only by moving to an applicable advertiser's server. Therefore, since a user will become a candidate for a bonus if even 
migration is carried out to an information provider's 2 website, as soon as it connects with an information provider's 2 
website, it will move to other information provider servers 2, and an interest should not go to other contents provided with 
the user from an information provider's 2 website. Therefore, if a bonus must be given from an information provider's 2 
position regardless of whether the user has recognized the information which he is going to transmit to a user and it sees 
from the field of whenever [ signal transduction and cognitive ], it cannot be said that it is so effective and efficient. 
[0009] In order to solve the trouble of the above-mentioned conventional technique, this invention hides beforehand the 
hyperlink image set as the object of a bonus (treasure) to an information provider's website, and aims at transmitting the 
information on advertising etc. efficiently using the approach of presenting with a bonus, only when a user discovers the 
above-mentioned hyperlink image. 
[0010] 

[Means for Solving the Problem] The signal transduction approach which led the computer network of this invention In the 
signal transduction approach by which one or more user computers, one or more information provider servers, and one or 
more information agency servers led the computer network constituted by connecting mutually The database concerning 
[ the above-mentioned information agency server ] a network user's human matter. The identification number database 
about the hyperlink image inserted in said information provider server's website, The phase which is equipped with the 
counter database which records the number of the above-mentioned hyperlink image discovered for every user, and 
inserts a hyperlink image in said information provider server's website. The phase where a user acquires the information 
over said hyperlink image connected and inserted in said information agency server through the computer network. The 
phase of searching the hyperlink image which moved to the information provider server using the information provided 
with the user, and was inserted. It is characterized by providing the phase which updates a user database and a counter 
database when the hyperlink image in which the user was hidden is discovered within the expiration date of a bonus, and 
the phase of giving a bonus to the user who discovered said hyperlink image. 

[001 1] When it is characterized by providing further the phase of setting up the period set as the object of a bonus to a 
hyperlink image in an example of this invention and a user discovers a hyperlink image in other examples, a fixed 
response is required of a user, and only when a user answers, it is characterized by providing further the phase which 
shifts to the phase of giving the above-mentioned bonus. 
[0012] 

[Embodiment of the Invention] It explains referring to a drawing about the suitable operation gestalt of this invention. The 
environment where the signal transduction approach which led the computer network of this invention is used is the 
information agency server 3 of 2 or 1 or more information provider servers of one or more user computers [ 1 or 1 or 
more ], and these can interconnect through a network like the Internet. About the environment of this computer network, it 
is the same as that of what was shown in drawing 1 . In addition, in this specification, it shall be the concepts on a website 
on a network "it stops", "for it to move", "it visit", etc., and reference shall be made about the information source of the 
information read to the user computer 1 . 

[0013] Drawing 2 is the flow chart of the signal transduction approach concerning this invention. This invention aims at 
making a user recognize in detail the information offered from a website, while a user stops for a long time to an 
information provider's 2 website. That is, the hyperiink image set as the object of a bonus (treasure) is hidden in an 
information provider's 2 website, and the information agency server 3 gives only the rough hint to the hidden image. 
Therefore, although a user searches the image hidden in an information provider's 2 website, the time amount to which a 
user stops at an information provider's 2 website compared with the conventional signal transduction approach will 
increase, and it becomes possible to make the contents of the website look for more carefully of this. 
[0014] The counter database for recording the number of the hyperlink image which discovered the identification number 
to the hyperlink image which is presenting with a bonus when the user database about a user's human matter and a user 
discover, as shown in drawing 7 according to the user within the identification number database for recording according to 
a user and the expiration date of a bonus is built by the information agency server 3. Including information, such as a 
user's fundamental human matter, for example, an identifier, the address, sex, and an e-mail address, a user database is 
recorded, when, as for this, a user joins as a member. 

[0015] An identification number database is inserted in an information provider's 2 website, and when a user discovers, it 
gives an identification number respectively to each hyperlink image set as the object of a bonus. The identification number 
for identifying the hyperlink images of each is assigned to ****** by the table-of-random-numbers generating program. An 
identification number database is recorded each time, when a user discovers a hyperlink image according to the 
identification number to each image, and an information provider 2 like an advertising provider can use which website the 
user visited and information as one data. 

[0016] Under the above environments As opposed to the phase S100 and each hyperlink image whose signal 
transduction approach which led the computer network by this invention inserts the hyperlink image to which the 
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identification number was given on the information offer server's 2 website The phase S200 where a bonus sets up an 
effective arbitration period, and a user connect with the information agency server 3 through a network 4 like the Internet. 
Even if it offers the information over the hidden hyperlink image When the **** phase S300, the phase S400 of searching 
the hyperlink image which moved to the website of the information provider 2 provided with the user, and hid, and the 
hyperlink image in which the user hid are discovered within the shelf-life of a bonus, It is constituted as a phase S500 of 
giving a user a bonus with the phase and the predetermined principle which update a user database and a counter 
database. 

[0017] The phase S100 which inserts an image is constituted as follows. The image to which the identification number 
was assigned is hypertext markup langue GEJITAGU (Hyper Text Mark up language Tag HTMLTAG) to each information 
offer server's 2 website. It is inserted as a gestalt. When a user discovered and clicks, after each image etc. is linked to 
the information agency server 3 and checks user registration propriety, in the case of a registration user, it updates a 
related database. 

[0018] The phase S200 of setting up an arbitration period is realized by correcting the contents of the identification 
number database. A user uses a personal computer etc., connects with a network 4 like the Internet, and connects with 
the information offer server's 2 website. The initial screen when a user connects with the information agency server 3 is 
illustrated to drawing 3 . A serve menu including the general contents about a serve menu (treasure-hunting map) 
including the rough information about the place where user registration ME 2 YU and a hyperlink image were inserted, the 
serve menu with which a user can check the number which discovered the image, and an information agency server is 
shown in an initial screen. The user who the user who connected with the information agency server 3 for the first time 
could do user registration, and has already finished registration is Sir BUME 2 YU (treasure-hunting map) with the 
information about the hidden hyperlink image. It will move directly and information will be acquired (refer to S300 and 
drawing 4 ). 

[0019] As shown in drawing 4 , the above-mentioned information shows the number of an image which is the image linked 
to an information provider's website, and hid in an information provider's website, and the hint to the hidden place. After a 
user checks this, he will click this, will move to the information offer server 2, and will search the hyperlink image hidden 
by the above-mentioned hint (S400). The hyperlink image inserted in the information offer server's 2 website is 
discovered, and since clicking this is set as the object of a bonus, a user comes to read the information on a stop website 
carefully for a long time inevitably to an information provider's website. 

[0020] If a user discovers a hyperlink image and clicks this, it will move to the information agency server 3. In the 
information agency server 3, with the identification number of the hyperlink image which the user discovered, record on an 
identification number database, it is made to update by increasing one counter of a counter database to a user, and an 
updating result is shown to a user like drawing 5 . 

[0021] The phase S500 of giving a bonus is constituted as follows. Although it is variously as contents of the bonus, 
approaches, such as the approach of paying with the approach of paying the fixed amount of money to a user, the 
approach of saving the fixed amount of money and making it use for electronic commerce or a premium, and a coupon, 
can be used. The user who becomes a candidate for a bonus can use the approach of giving a bonus by the sequence 
which was able to discover many images, and the method of giving all users a bonus by the number of the discovered 
image. Drawing 6 is a screen on which a bonus classifies the hyperlink image which the user discovered according to the 
period of effective arbitration, and a user is made to display it. 

[0022] Drawing 7 illustrates the identification number database and counter database which are used for this invention. 
The database according to user, an identification number database, and a counter database are required for a database 
required for this invention, and when a user discovers a hyperlink image, if a questionnaire is performed, a questionnaire 
database and a questionnaire result database are further needed. 

[0023] Drawing 8 illustrates other examples of this invention. This example establishes further the phase S600 of requiring 
predetermined action of a user. That is, when the image with which a user becomes a candidate for a bonus is 
discovered, a user is required to respond to predetermined action, for example, a questionnaire, (refer to drawing 9 ). . By 
this, it can check whether the user recognizes the contents of the website with which the information offer server was 
provided, and a questionnaire result can be utilized effectively. 
[0024] 

[Effect of the Invention] As mentioned above, an information provider can transmit especially the information like an 
advertisement to a user efficiently and effectively on a network like the Internet by this invention. That is, it has the 
advantage which can be transmitted more certainly, giving a network user the motive of a bonus for the information with 
which an information provider server's website is provided. Rating of a bonus is given by discovering positively the 
hyperlink image which a user is not set as the object of a bonus only by clicking a burner advertisement after connecting 
with an information agency server, but moves to an information provider's website and is set as the object of a bonus by 
the hint which has appeared in the burner advertisement. Therefore, a user will read an advertiser's website more careful 
positively and users are information providers (advertiser etc.). Recognizing the contents of the website more correctly, 
the effectiveness of signal transduction increases. From motive grant called a bonus, a user will search an information 
provider's website like a game to a user. Furthermore, make the time amount to which a user stops at an information 
provider's website increase, and the effectiveness of signal transduction is raised, it is more positive, information is made 
to transmit correctly, and it has the advantage which you are made to recognize. 
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PRIOR ART 



[Description of the Prior Art] As for informational offer and the collection which led networks, such as the Internet, with 
development of a computer network technique recently, it is well known to have had great effect in modern society, 
especially - the Internet - setting - the so-called World Wide Web (World Wide Web, WWW) the importance of transfer 
of the various information which the number of the persons using the Internet was increasing from development of the 
related technique rapidly, and users could access the Internet, could touch only by the simple mouse click that there is no 
time difference in the information on every corner of the earth, and used the Internet - **** - it is becoming large. 
[0003] The basis of such a situation, each company, etc. are an advertising image (Banner and a following burner are 
called.) including the easy information about the goods linked to the website of their company. The rate which inserts in 
the website of company or the other company, and carries out advertising activities is becoming still higher. However, for 
users, an image only including mere advertising contents becomes the factor which has a connection rate checked, and 
may be set as the object of an antipathy. Moreover, generally the computer software program which deletes such a simple 
advertising image has already circulated, such a simple advertising image has mostly very low CTR (ClickThrough Rate, 
i.e., a user, - a burner - leading - an advertisement - what divided the number of callers by burner click by the number 
of the whole burner displays as a ratio which visits the main websites), and many are the inside and outside of 1%. for this 
reason, an advertisement - the present condition is that the approach the above effectiveness which does not pass main 
quite to the inefficient non-effectiveness advertising approach, therefore inserts a simple advertising image is is needed. 
[0004] When the technique conventionally used by such approach was inserting the burner advertisement in the website 
of the Internet and such an advertising image was clicked, the approach, i.e., the fixed amount of money, of giving a fixed 
bonus was paid to the user, and approaches, such as making ** cyber-money which can use a coupon for an electronic 
commerce in offer and the user name saved etc., were used. That is, it is the structure which pays to a user the 
information on the contents which were fixed on the Internet, especially the price which reads an advertisement. Such a 
Prior art is an American patent official report and the 5,794,210th. It is indicated by the number. According to the patent of 
this United States, a user is an information agency server (an information provider, advertisement i.e., the server which 
does management to a user while offering the information about the main websites and teaching the contents of that 
bonus). When click the offered burner advertising image, downloading specific software from a specific site or purchasing 
a specific product using electronic-commerce dealings, it has proposed presenting the predetermined contents with a 
bonus at a user. As the bonus approach, a user's bank account receives the fixed amount of money, or the method of 
offering a coupon is mainly used. ** cyber-money (Cyber Money) ** is made to be saved according to a user's identifier, 
and there is also the bonus approach which a user can use for electronic commerce dealings. 

[0005] Drawing 1 shows the general environment used with the conventional technique, and is constituted by network 4 
like the Internet with one or more user computers 1 by which connection was each-other made, one or more information 
provider servers 2, and one or more information agency servers 3. Here, the information provider server 2 shows servers, 
such as a company which is going to offer information to the user, and the information agency server 3 says the server 
which provides a user with the contents of the bonus offered by the information provider server 2. The information agency 
server 3 manages the database about an information provider and a user with this. A network can constitute the 4 
Internet, a short-distance communication network (LAN), a cable TV network, etc. from anythings, as long as it digitizes 
multimedia information and information can be exchanged bidirectionally. 

[0006] The user has usually connected with a network through a personal computer. Through a network 4, all connection 
is mutually possible for a user, the information provider server 2, and the information agency server 3, and information 
interchange of them is bidirectionally possible. 

[0007] It is as follows if a Prior art is concretely explained to reference for drawing 1 . First, hypertink image linked to the 
website of the information agency server 3 which offers the information about a bonus so that it could move to an 
information provider's 2 website (burner) It is inserted and is registration (Sign Up) of a user. The interface of a sake is 
offered. The approach a user receives a bonus with the rough contents about an information provider's 2 website, the 
amount of a bonus, etc. are written by the above-mentioned hyperlink image. After a user connects with the information 
agency server 3 through a network 4, he can choose the information offer server 2 which presents the bonus which he 
desires through the hyperlink image inserted in the information agency server's 3 website, clicks a hyperlink image with a 
mouse, and moves to the information offer server*s 2 website. That is, a user connects with the information offer server's 2 
website by clicking a hyperlink image with a mouse, and the contents of the user database are updated as what is set as 
the object of a bonus. 
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DESCRIPTION OF DRAWINGS 
[Brief Description of the Drawings] 

[Drawing 1] The general environment where this invention is used can be expressed. 
[Drawing 2] It is the flow chart of the signal transduction approach by this invention. 

[Drawinc 3] It is an initial screen when the user in the example according to this invention connects with an information 
agency server. 

[Drawing 4] It is a screen although the information over the hyperlink image inserted in an information provider server's 
website in the example according to this invention was offered to the information agency server. 
[Drawing 5] It is a screen showing the number of the hyperlink image which the user in the example according to this 
invention discovered. 

[Drawinc 6] It is the screen where the user in the example according to this invention expresses the number of the 

hyperlink image discovered according to the bonus period. 

[Drawing 7] It is drawing which illustrated the database used to this invention. 

[Drawing 8] It is the flow chart of other examples of the signal transduction approach by this invention. 

[Drawing 9] the example of further others according to this invention - it is a screen at the time of performing a 

questionnaire to the user who kicks. 

[Brief Description of Notations] 

1 User Computer 

2 Information Provider Server 

3 Information Agency Server 

4 Network 

[Translation done,] 
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DRAWINGS 



[Drawing 1] 
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[Drawina 5] 




[Drawing 2] 



http://www4.ipdl.ncipi.go.jp/cgi-bin/tran_web_cgi_ejje 



12/14/05 



JP,2000-113068,A [DRAWINGS] 



Page 2 of 5 



'S100 



/ 



S200 



S400 



S500 



S300 



[Drawing 3] 
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